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Editorial
A warm welcome is extended to those that have taken interest in this 
new journal. !e Cambridge Journal of Human Behaviour (CJHB) is an 
interdisciplinary, peer-reviewed quarterly that publishes undergradu-
ate work relating to human behaviour, positioning readers in a terrain 
where disciplinary niches interact, confront, and negotiate with one 
another. Whilst delineating four broad disciplines (social anthropol-
ogy, biological anthropology, psychological & behavioural sciences, 
and natural sciences), our interdisciplinary tenet should render these 
distinctions as heuristics rather than empirical frontiers. Indeed, we have 
encouraged inter- and multidisciplinary commentaries to be appended 
to manuscripts, where possible. Our mission has been to bridge what is 
o"en imagined as an incommensurable chasm between the social and 
natural sciences and it is with this, we believe, that the study of human 
behaviour may continue to provide fruitful and fertile inquiries into 
our cultures, our proclivities, our minds, our beliefs, our behaviours, 
and thus ourselves.

!e journal is committed to the free open access for both authors 
when submitting and readers when accessing our publications. !us, 
whilst also holding an International Standard Serial Number, the 
journal remains of the diamond open access type. CJHB ensures that its 
manuscripts undergo a collaborative, double-blind peer-review. Namely, 
under the wing of an associate editor, two reviewers work on the same 
manuscript leaving comments and suggestions that are le" visible to the 
other reviewer (collaborative), whilst maintaining anonymity between the 
reviewers and the author (double-blind). All editors and reviewers that 
contribute to the production of publications are appropriately trained by 
a Nature masterclass in scienti$c peer-reviewing, covering the process of 
writing peer-review forms, ethics in peer-review, and the variations in 
peer-review style. All editors and reviewers are also registered with an 
Open Researcher and Contributor ID (ORCID). I thank all the editors 
and reviewers who have helped bring this journal to life, spent many 
hours reading and reviewing (at times, multiple) manuscripts, written 
fascinatingly diverse commentaries, and for their continued dedication 
and patience this summer. 

Before indulging the reader in the fantastic articles that are to follow, 
I would like to recognise and thank those that have inspired, nurtured, 
moulded, and supported this journal from its inception. Firstly, it is to 
Dr. Rakoen Maertens whom I owe a much indebted thank you and my 
gratitude. A"er both recognising that an undergraduate-publishing 
journal within the behavioural sciences did not exist in Cambridge and 
that being published in well-established journals seemed a task which 
required prior experience and signi$cant credentials, Dr. Maertens 
encouraged and facilitated my desire to found such a journal. Here, it 
became clear that there was not only an opportunity for undergrad-
uates to gain a taste of academic publishing, but an opportunity for 
those seeking reviewing and editorial process experiences, too. Dr. 

Maertens acted not only as my supervisor for my studies in social and 
developmental psychology (and as a sharp eye to referencing style and 
general copyediting—o"en highlighting the di.erence between an en 
dash and em dash in my work), but also as the inceptive impetus behind 
this project.

I would also like to thank the Cambridge University Behavioural 
Insights Team for their assistance in the formation of the project. !e 
Editorial Board expresses much gratitude to the uni$ed support from 
the University of Cambridge Libraries who have provided guidance in 
serial publishing, presented future opportunities for editorial training, 
and sustained promotion of the journal. We also thank Dr. Lee De-Wit 
(our senior treasurer) and Professor Mark Johnson for having lended 
a keen eye to our Code of Ethics and publication policies. It is worth 
emphasising that the University of Cambridge, its colleges, departments, 
faculties, libraries, and a/liated individuals are in no way responsible 
for any material published within this journal or any online material 
(unless contributed or otherwise stated). 

From developmental behavioural and peer problems, a new diagnos-
tic model for disorders concerning empathy, psychological methods to 
reduce discrimination, sex di.erences in anxiety, a broad anthropological 
engagement with religion, discussion on population control rhetoric, 
and a special article on transmasculine youths in urban Finland, this 
issue promises to provide an eclectic engagement and study of human 
behaviour. !at we can present this inaugural issue to you, is thanks to 
the kindness, patience, dedication, and hard work that many have given 
this project. !ank you all.

Edoardo Chidichimo
Founder & Editor-in-Chief

Corpus Christi College, University of Cambridge

‘!e formation of this new journal is a tribute to the talent and initiative 
of our students. It will be a privilege to get to read and assess the work of 
undergraduate students during their studies, and it is fantastic that this 
journal now o"ers the opportunity for students to share their thinking, 
ideas, and research with the wider world. At Cambridge we encourage 
students to cross disciplinary borders in their learning, and it is pleasing 
to see students taking that one step further in establishing this cross-disci-
plinary journal for the study of Human Behaviour.’

Professor Mark H. Johnson FBA
Professor of Experimental Psychology (1931)

Professorial Fellow, King’s College
Head of Department, Department of Psychology

University of Cambridge
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